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Colorado Representative Deter-

mined to Further Probe
Friar Lands Sale.

SCORES ADMINISTRATION

'FOR THE ACTION TAKEN

Declares Recent Disclosures
Fully Demonstrate NecessityI of Completes Investigation.

WASHINGTON, April Jo. tfeprcson-tntiv- o

Martin (Democrat) of Colorado,

who for weeks has bcon waghie n fifrht
in lluj house to show the frinr lmuls ol
the Philippine Islands nro being sensed
by the- "sugar trust" with the
acquiescoiico of Attorney - General
Wickershain and the war department,
tnnicht cave Lo t.lio press an interview,
in which ho reviews his efforts, assails
the government officials alleged to be
involved, charges that informal ion that
would prove his contention is being
withheld by tho war department, and
demands a full congressional inquiry
into the matter.

Mr. Martin characterizes tho action
of the Hopublican majority of tho house
vecsterday in dofoating his resolution-callin-

upon tho war depnrtmont for
in formal ion on tho sale of tho friar
lands as a "blanketing movement.
JJe points out a number of alleged dis-

crepancies in the reports sont hy the
war department tp' tho house cominittoo
on insular affairs, on tho friar lands
transaction, and accuses the govcrnmont
officials of duplicity.

Wants the Lid Off.
Hj Ifo charges thp administration with

having begun a "policv" of exploita-lio- n

in the Philippine Islands, and dp- -

j dares, "Jf it has been falsely accused,
lei it take off the lid.--

Mr. Martin announced he was g

a new resolution of inquiry into
the friar laud deal, which ho would in- -

H Iroduce in the house as soon as drafted.
Mr. Martin 's. statement follows:

" If there ever was any doubt about
1 the necessity of an investigatiqa of

Philippine affairs, it by the
disclosures, niado by tho war depart- -

Hj mo lit' ;n response lo my resolution of
inquiry. I. learned three days ago the

H war department had furuishod Chairman
Hl Olmsted' of tho insular committee

1 what purported to be tho information
called for In my resolution, and i

Mr. Olinstcd to let me see it.
This lie refused.

H ''I wanted to see this matter before
it was reporlcd io the house, because 1

knew it wouId.be accompanied by a mo- -

H lion to table 'my resolution as having
j served its purpose, Iheroby cutting
J oil' debate and preventing a further nir:

ing of the matter on the floor. This
yesterday as 1. anticipated Jt

j was simply a blanket ing move.
Claim3 Justification.

HT . Jfjrfxpr department report, upon
Lxnniinatio-utiU- y iustilies such a move.rr Jt discloses nrtins between the

war department, arid Alfornevs for the
L piuc.liasers of the xs.-lan- ds in the- Philippines for- several inonhs prior to

the sale; also between; tho far depart- -
j mcnt and the Philip(ine government,
l whereas the var department,) in a, com- -

miiincation publicred the Congres-sionu- j
.Record-- , on (March 28,. stated its

J first information concerning the sale of
this estate was received through the

j public press. This affirms my conlcn- -

, tion Uiat this deal Jiad been under way
for months, and was .practically cori- -
.snnimaled before Attorney - General
W lckersliam was asked"' for an opinion.

"It was also stated- - that when tho
ecreiary of hoard about this mat--

U:r01l!;il t,ic newspapers .he cabled
the Plulippino; government tp hold up
the sale until he coulil get an opinion
from Atloincv-Gcncra- J Wlckersham. No

j such cablegram appear: in the informa- -
turn now furnished., lOn tho' contrary,
tbero. appears one from the department
to the governor-general- dated Decern-be- r

21, 1900, the tfory day Wickor-sha-
s opinion wastasked, 'approving

the sale of the San .lose estate, which
j had already been maflo.

"Another cablograhi from' the
antedating the request for

Wickershain 's opinion shows- tho sale
was not. to Poole, asheretofore repre-se- n

ted by the war department, but to
foole or his nomincea. Poole's nom-me- e

is or will bo a "subsidiary sugar
trust corporation, probably 'the Min-dor- a

Development companv. abcadv
by dummy incorporators under

ihc laws of Now Jersey.
"Tllcnn.lhro. ,s il caWoarani dated

October 22, from tho governor-gener-

to the secretary r,f war, stating Pica-tis- s

and Poole desired jo purchnso tho
ban Joso estate. This cablegram

to prior negotiations by one Jlam-mon- d

with tho war department about
j these friar lands. This Uammond, itdevelops, is a number of the firm ofstrong & Cadawalladar of New York,

oi which Henry W. Tnft is now the
second member, to which rank ho was
promoted from fifth place, when Mr,
Wickorsham left the firm to become

opened negotiations
witn tho war department, and then
obviously, for appcaranoo sake, turned
their consummation over to another
firm of attorneys. Hammond repro-pe- n

led Havcmcyer.. Tho purchaser,
Poole, represented Havcmcyer. Have-move- r

is the sugar (rust.
C0,11 point out many other things,

bijt the proper time and place to. point
them out will be in a congressional

The administration must
investigate this matter, or stick its
V?.ai tllc sand lkc an ostrich, to
blind its eyes to the storm that is coni- -

"I havo charged the administration
with having begun a policy of unlaw-tu- l

exploitation in tho Philippines and
every development goes io establish

H: flu? truth of tho charges. IE the ad- -

miuiRtratir-- has boon falsely accused,
let it take off thn lid."
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on Secretary Garfield and congress to
sccuro thoir'patonfs.

Mr. Piorco said ho stipulated with
John P. Gray, one of the counsel for tho
Cunningham claimnnts, that tho cases
should not be heard before tho Juneau
register and receiver, who ordinarily
would have had jurisdiction, because
(he receiver's son was ono of tho
claimnnts and because ho realized that
tho same" influence would be exerted
with theso officers as was apparent in
Washington. He thought theso influ-

ences might warp their
The committco questioned Mr. Piorco

along lines regarding tho Cunningham
claims and as to whother ho would be,
in elloct. the court of last resort in de-

ciding whether tho claimants were onti-tlo-

to their patents. Tho witness
that neither the claimants nor the

government would havo au appeal from
his decision.

rHow do you reconcile 3'our judicial
function with that of prosecutor? " in-

quired Senator Poot.
Evados Dlroct Answer.

"That is a question which has both-
ered me a groat deal," replied Mr.
Pierce.

lie expressed tho opinion that the
prosecution of land cases should rest
with tho department of pusticc. Ho ex-

plained, however, that when oflicials
of tho general land office appoarcd be-
fore him In tho rolo of prosocutors he
considered them as such and did not al-

low tho fact that they wcro govcrnmont
oflicers to influence Iiib decision,

Itonrcscntatlvo.i Graliam and Ja'incs
sought to obtain an admission from tlic
witness that Ills administration In any
cose would l)C subject to revlow by (lie
secretary. Mr. Pierce said ho supposed
the nccretnry would have a lesa) right
io do so, but ho could not recall any
case whore the secretary bad reversed
or revised a decision of one of his as-

sistants.
"I want to say rlj;ht here." exclaimed

Mr. PIcrco, "that' no decision will be
announced in those Cunningham claims
until every one of tho twenty-fiv- e law-
yers In my department has mndu an ex-
haustive examination of tlit record.
When this is done I shall send the rec-
ord to the department of nGrlcuIture and
ask for similar careful examination at
tho hands of the largo forco of lawyers
there."

"Is this extraordinary care which you
propose to give to these cases due to
the magnitude of the claims or io the
publicity which they have attracted?"
asked Mr. James.

"Both," retorted tho witness.
Tho luncheon recess was taken at this

time.
Wrangle of Attornoys.

A comrovei-a- between Attorneys
Brandels and Vertrees was precipitated
soon after the committee convened for
the afternoon session. Mr. Pierce had
concluded his dlrcet examination and Mr.
Vcrtrces had turne'd tho witness over to
Mr. Brandels, when the latter an-
nounced:

"J don't desire to cross-exami- Mr.
Pierce until after I have had an op-
portunity to cxamlno Secretary

Mr. Vcrtrces was on Ills feet in an In-

stant.
"I object." ho shouted. "1 don't think

opposing counsoi should be allowed to
employ such dlctatory tactics.

Representative McCall. who was in the
chair, said tho committee should decide
the point at issue, when Mr. Pierce was
recalled for after Mr.
Balllnger had been heard.

"It strikes mo that Mr. Brandels makes
an unusual request.1' said Senator Suth-
erland. "If Mr. Brandels desires to waive

n, all right, but If he
docs not. J object to Mr. Brandels g

allowed to cross-exami- Mr. Pierce
later."

"If I have mado an unusual request it
must be remembered that I have been
placed In an unusual situation," said Mr.
Brundels. He then related how ho had
been denied the privilege of calling Mr.
Balllnger. 116 did not want to waive

of Mr Pierce, but hisposition was that he did not want to
waste his questions on subordinates be-
fore ho had an opportunity to put them
to Mr. Balllnger.

"The shallowness of tho pretense is
apparent," protested Mr. Vcrtrces.
"There Is no good reason why counsoi
should not proceed with,

now. This hearing has already
dragged along through several weeks, and
If Mr Brandels Is "allowed to have hisway In this matter It will causo much
urfnecessa ry delay.-- .

Senator Purcell moved that the mat-
ter bo deferred until tomorrow, when
there was expected to bo a fuller at-
tendance of the committee. The mo-
tion prevailed, after there had been an
extended discussion between Verfrccs andmembers of the committee rclatlvo to therights of counsel.

Francis A. Clements, assistant law of-
ficer in the Interior department, was thenext witness callpd.

Still Moro Delay.
Jr.C,e,mcnts rplled a conversationwith Glavis regarding the construction ofhe law of 'May 28. 100S. lie said Glavishad not told him that Secretnry Bal-llnger hnd expressed his intention, asGlavis testified, of asking the attorney

for rtu opinion regarding the constructionof .the law.
Mc was turned over tp Mr. Brandelsfor soon after he tookthe stand, but the attorney said as thotestimony related to a conversation withGlavis, nnd as Glavis had boon compelled

to so to Oregon, he desired to forwardMr. Clements'? testimony to Glavis forhis perusal before thewitness.
The witness was then excused and Ed-win C. assistant to the secre-tary of the Interior, was called to thestand.
Mr. Finney's testimony was largely

corroboratlvn or that of Pierce andClements. He said he was present atGlavis s meeting with Clements, nnd thatthe formor had said nothing about lhrsecrotary having Intended to seek an"
opinion from the regard-ing the law of May S. 1H0S.

Attorney Vcrtrces questioned tho wit-ness regarding, the letters sent In re-sponse to Inquiries from Senator La Fo'l-let- loas to Secretary BalUngcr's policyon restoring to entry, wafer power sftoswithdrawn by Secretary GarllHd. inthose letters. Mr. Batllngor waR quotedas saying the withdrawal of water poycrsites had been restored on recommenda-tion of tho reclamation service.
T1'P "prosecution" put on Director

Nou-W- l and Chief Engineer Davis of thereclamation service to dlsprovn thisstatement, both testifying they had beenordered by the secretary to order therestorations.
Mr. Finney testified he had preparodthe replies to Senator Ja Follotte by di-

rection of Mr. Balllnger. and did notknow whether Mr. Balllnger had readthem or not.
Jn response to queries hy Mr. Vcrtrocs,

Mr. said he had observed nothingip Mr. Balllngers official conduct thatappeared the least bit questionable, andhe regarded him as an honest, " high-mind- ed

official. Mr Finney was still un-
der examination when the committee ad-journed until tomorrow.

HOT.. BATTLE OVER
RIVERS-HARBOR- S BILL

WASHINGTON-- . April IS. At the rate
of progress mado today by the senate In
the consideration of tho rivers and hnr-bo- rs

bill, tho railroad bill will bo ed

for some time. Only four oifjyc pages of the former measure weredisposed 'of.
ScnatoV; Buiipn occupied most of thetime. In the delivery of a speech sharplyantagonizing the system of making riverimprovement, and will continue tomor-row. Senators generally gave respectfulconsideration to the spoech. but so many

of them ajro Interested In tho bill that hemndo little headway against it.
Mr. Burton declared the country hadgone wilciy ovor th construction of locksand darnel Ho Instanced Improvements

of this clJnraolcr on tho Kentuckv. thoGreen antll the Big Sandy river of Ken-tui;H- y'

cov1,0,1"11" that notwithstandingmillions h:ld been expended on them Ihorohad been la falling off In tonnage. AHthis mcanjf, ho said, that that sort of

tiansporlatlon is going out of exist-
ence.

Replying to quest Ions from Mr. N'cw-land- s.

Mr. Burton said ho bolleved at-
tention should be concentrated largely on
the inoro promising projects. Ho In-

stanced two as deserving especial atten-
tion. These were the Ohio river from
Plrtaburg io Cairo and the canal route
from Buffalo to the Hudson river. Theso.
he thought, might be Improved to ad-

vantage because of industrial conditions.
He said, however, that he would not

tho dropping of all other pro-
jects.

As the senator progressed he aroused
more or loss opposition and was engaged
In controversies with Senators Page.
L.orlmer. Galllngcr. Balllngor and oth-
ers.

Speaking of the possibilities of a deep
waterway from Chicago to the Gulf of
Mexico, Mr. Burton ridiculed the Idea
that ships could go through canal and
rlvor and sea to New Orleans and lo Eu-
rope People who arc carried away by
this view, he said, forget that, via the
Welland canal. Chicago now has a fourtee-

n-foot waterway from Chicago direct
lo Europe, but uses It to but small ex-

tent.
Mr Burton advocated a system under

which local communities should share the
cost of the work. This system, he said,
is largely In operation In Europe.

After speaking for three hours Mr
Burton suspended for the day and tho
rending of the bill proceeded. When the
paragraph appropriating 5100.000 toward
the construction of the harbor of refuge
at Sandy bay. Cape Ann. Mass.. was
renched. Mr. Burton moved to strike It
out. Mr. Lodge resisted, and. among
other things, said that If the harbor had
been completed the steamer Portland
might have been saved. The amendment
to strike out was voted down.

LAWYERS BLAMED FOR
LITIGATION IK ALASKA

WASHINGTON. April IK. "The min-
ers of Alaska had no trouble over their
mining claims until Iho lawyers got
there. They had not developed tho great
American hog Instinct, hut settled every-
thing amicably through their miners'
associations."

This was tho declaration of Delegate
Wlckersham of Alaska before the house
committee on torritorlcs. which had un-

der consideration the Alaska bill. The
section regulating the granting of pow-
ers of attorney In staking claims was the
immediate subjoct of discussion.

"The abuse of power of attorney has
grown so great In Alaska." continued
Mr Wlckersham. "thai we have a saying
up there that a miner starting on a
prospecting tour takes with him a bol-tl- e

of whisky and a sled-loa- d ot" powers
of attorney. A man who grub-stak- a
miner should he allowed to give him a
power of attorney, but beyond Ihcrc
should be some restrictions."

Un.iblo to Agree.
WASHINGTON. April In. President

Tnft and his cabinet today considered Ihc
flour cases and decided the government
would continue to make solzurcs of this
product In order to force tho millers to
test the matter In the courts.

Look for Everything That Is Good and
Stylish

In spring and summer millinery at
15(3 Main street.

AUSTRIAN KING
HONORS TEDDY
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not been in Vienna since he began his
diplomatic career here, twenty-seve-

years ago under President Tnft's
'father, who was then American min-
ister.

The day included an official visit,
lasting an hour, lo Count von Aehren-thal- ,

the Austro-Hungaria- n foroign min-
ister; a call of courtesy on Arch-duk-

Francis Ferdinand, heir apparent
to tho throne, at Belvidoro nalaco; a
visit to the. tombs of tho Hapsburgs,
where, under the guidance of a capucinc
monk, with a lighted taper in his hand,
ho laid, wreaths on the tombs of Empress
Elizabeth nnd Crown Prince Rudolph;
a tour of inspection of the Spanish rid-
ing school founded .by Charles VII,
and of the imperial Hussar barracks,
accompanied by the American journal-
ists, and a dinner given in his honor
at tho foreign ollico tonight by Count
von Aehrenthal.

Is Still Strenuous.
Vet nftcr tho long day, when Col.

Tfoosewlt returned to his hotel tonight
he mounted the stairs two at a time.

Col. Pooscvelt tiscd the imperial
court carriage placod at his disposal by
Emperor Francis Joseph until his off-
icial cull had ended". Thon he discarded
it for an automobile.

He en.joyod tho exhibition at the Tid-
ing school, where the celebrated

breed of horses, a mixture of
Spanish and Arab blood, performed tho
daintiest, of evolutions, dancing a
quadrille, and finally coming onto tho
platform where Col. Roosevelt sat
and circling his chair so closo that their
hoofs almost touched his feet. But, as
Col. Roosevelt remarked afterward,
"those are only society horses.''

A clattering charge of the Magyar
Hussars, which constitute tho emperor's
bodyguard, across tho parado ground
of the barracks, on tho contrary, stirred
him to real enthusiasm and after the
evolutions, he made, a detailed inspec-
tion of the stables, horse-hospital- etc.,
volleying questions at the oflicers who
accompanied him.

Arouses Enthusiasm.
Such intimate knowledgo of tho cav-

alry and its operations did ho display
that the enthusiastic officers refused
to regnrd him as an but
as a colonel of rough-riders- , and as n
companirjii-at-arm- s and they concluded
the inspection by escorting Colonel
"Roosovelf; to their mess-roo- where- his
health was drunk and three cheers for
him were given.

Throughout the day the people of
Vienna displayed the keenest curiosity
nnd interest. in the American

collecting in crowds wherever ho
appeared and often cheering him. Colo-
nel Roosevelt acknowledged every pop-
ular manifestation by bowing and rais-
ing his hat.

The newspapers of Vienna gave the
heartiest welcome to Colonel Roosevelt,
saying they have special reasons for
the friendliest feeling to ono under
whoso presidency tho relations bntwecn
the dtml monarchy and tho UnitedStates wero always pleasant.

Colonel RooBcvclt at tho dinner to

night escorted to the tnbln (he fyountoss
Post plies, formerly Lady Mary 'Pouglas
Ilninilton, onco wife of the Pflinco of
Monaco. Count Kinsley, who won tho
grand national steenlcenaso, sat on tho
left. Opposite- Colonel Roosevelt sat
Count Von Achronlhal. who had at hiB
left Princo Monlonuove, second grand-
master of tho court, and Mrs. Kerens.
wifo of (he American embassador at
his right.

Many Notables Present.
Among others of tho fort' guests

wcro Kormit Roosovclt, Count. Aurus-perg- ,

commander of the emperor's body-
guard: Conr)t Hoyos, a famous huntor
who has killed bears . in Alaska and
lions in Africa; Baron Richard von

tho Austrian premier; Count Wil-ezk- ,

whose famous eleventh century
castle- Colonel' Roosevelt will visit to-

morrow, while Princo Trnult manns-dorff- ,

Marquis Pallavicini, Austrian
embasasdor to Turkey: Baron Burian,
minister of finance; Captain Hobnet,
sportsman, writer and personal friend
of Colonel Roosovelf; Baron Ilengcl-mulle- r

von Hciigervar, .Auslro-lungar-ia-

embassador to Mm United States,
and the members of the American em-

bassy here.
Colonel Roosevelt's progri-inin- to-

morrow includes an automobile trip in
tho morniug lo Count Wilczk's castle,
Embassador Keren's luncheon nt. the
Hotel Bristol, a visit to the internation-
al sporting exhibiton, a court dinner at
Schoenbninn castle, a short visit to the
imperial opera and a reception to the
American colony at tho einbass'.

ANGRY AT REPORT OP
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY

VIENNA, April In. Theodore Roose-
velt, was indignant todav whon ho
learned that a report had boon printed
in Paris and cabled to America that one
of the results of the recent conference
with Oifford Pinchot was an agreement
on the part of the formor president" to
the use of his name as a candidate for
the presidency.

Mr. Roosevelt again reiterated that
he had not, and would not, "make any
declaration in regard lo American poli-
tics while in Europe." nc had received
and talked with Mr. Pinchot, he said,
as he would receive and talk with any
other political friend. Mr. Roosevelt
said, he would hereafter decline to re-

ceive the newspaper correspondent who
hnd given currency lo this report.

The story to which Mr. Roosevelt re-

ferred appeared originally in the Sccolo
Xiex of Genoa and was repeated in spe-
cial dispatches to Paris and thence to
the United States. It stated that Mr.
Roosevelt had reached . an agreement
with Mr. Pinchot, and that if it became
opportune ho would become a presiden-
tial candidate.

Mehesy's "Wonderful Trinuncd Hats.
We feel a personal pride in loading

in millinery transactions lao" Main St

DENIES CHARGES
MADE BY ROCHE
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that tho official valuation of the board
of directors. "
DETAIL OF CHARGES

MADE BY ACTUARY

CHARLESTON; W. Va.. April 15.
That tho active managers of tho Con-
solidated Casualty company boforo its
reorganization hero this week undor the
direction of tho Insurance department of
West Virginia collected $757,114 In one
year and nine months of which only
Slfll.;j07 remains, that they made false
entries on tho books of the company and
false returns lo tho insurance depart-
ment of tills stalo arc some of the
charges contained in tho report of John
D. Roche of New York, consulting actu-
ary to Iho Insurance department, which
was made public today. The company
was chartered In West Virginia about
two years ago. The administrative of-
fices have been in Chicago.

The actuary's report states that the
condition of the company's books Is such
that a correct audit is almost Impossible.

Tho report says those having charge of
tho management of the company owned
but fifteen shares of stock and that was
in tho name of tho president. Though
there was a resolution passed that direc-
tors must be stockholders the following
directors aro not shown on the books as
stockholders: M. IT. Boutelle, Minne-
apolis. C. II. Burras and Mitchell D.
Kollansbcc. Chlpago; H. W. Huttig, Mus-
catine, la.; Frank Knox. Salt Lake City;
James II. Poabody. Denver.

Frank Knox, president of the Na-
tional Bank of the Republic, whose namcc
Is included In the list of directors of the
company, said last night that he had
never been a stockholder in the company,
oven to the extent of a single share.
Mr. Knox said he know thai his name
had been advertised as ono of tho di-

rectors of tho company, but lie had notl-llc- d

Mr Armstrong, president of the com-
pany, that ho could not and would not be
connected with the company, cither as
a stockholder or a director. Mr. Knox
said he hnd never attended a meeting of
tho directors of the company and knew
nothing of its management or its affairs.

UNCOVERING SHORTAGE
OF MAN NOW DEAD

KANSAS CITV. April 15. That Wil-
liam J. Bachr, formerly city treasurer of,
Kansas City, who died recently, was short
In his accounts $G3.-IS- was reported to
the mayor today by a firm of account-
ants. Tho report says tho discrepancies
found In Ihu books date from April 20
10OS. From April 2S. J00S. to April J9;
130U, a shortage of Jls.000 was carried.
The report says tho S1S.000 was replaced
on the last-nam- date to make tho books
balance for tho annual examination by
the auditor.

Bachr. tho books show, had used SG9II
to pay his own tax bills. The report of
the accountants says other employees In
the city treasurer's office knew of theshortage, although they did not profit by
it. One of the exhibits In tho Investiga-
tion Is Baehr's check for $200. returned
from a bank marked "insufficient funds."This chock, the report says, was carriedon tho books as cash.

MM Till IW
VERY SICK Ml

Making Brave Fight, huf Ap-

parently Overcome hy Age
and Disease.

REDDING, Conn., April In. One fea-

ture of Mark Twain's illness, which the
humorist finds hard lo put up with, is
his doctor's prohibition against tobacco.
A sympathetic incident of the sick
man's tTip to his homo here yestorday
from New York was noted ns he passed
the smoking car in his invalid chair.
Mr. Clemens looked up with a smile and
waved a trembling hand in salute. Ills
attendant explained tho gesture by say-
ing that he had been indulging "in to
bacco very little of late.

Mr. Clemens believes ho will improve
rapidly now that ho is home again.

''I am really fooling good now," he
was quoted today as saying. J Bully in
iact I will be all right as soon as I
get my lungs full of this good Now I5ng-lan- d

air."
Mr. Clemens was much fatigued from

his long Journey from Bermuda and vorv
UK but pnssed a comfortablo night, and
Il was stated at tho house this morn-
ing that his general condition was en-
couraging

' It was stated by his attending physi-
cians that Mr. Clemeii3 had passed a
comfortable day with no appreciable
change In bis condition nnd was holding
his own pretty well.

SEVERE STORM SWEEPS
THE SOUTHERN STATES

MEMPHIS. Tenn.. April IS. The heavv
storm, with an average of five inches of
rainfall, that swept Tennessee. Missis-
sippi and Arkansas last night, was fol-
lowed tonight by a. tempest thai broke
ovor lhc60 states with added fury. Iluln
fell In torrents, accompanied in many
places by hall. The property damage
will bo heavy.

Accompanying this second storm was a
wind which at times took on propor-
tions of a tornado. Reports from Como,
Marigold and Jonestown, Miss., Indlcalomany small houses were leveled, and at
tho latter place ono negro woman was
killed. This Is the only fatality reported.
Toll-phon- and telegraph wires In and
around Memphis were disabled. All rail-
road traffic Is delayed by washouts.

IIUNTSVILLE. Ala., April 15. Thou-
sands of dollars' damage was w rough i to-
day In this section by a severe hnll and
rainstorm. Tho properly damage here
was at lonst $10,000. whllo planters and
truckers suffered more heavily. Trains
were cancelled because- of washouts.

ST. LOUIS, April I.". A heavy wind,
rain and hail storm struck southern Illi-
nois and .Missouri this afternoon, blowing
down houses, Inundating railroad tracks,
washing out bridges and doing heavy
damage to crops.

In Granite Oily, III., tho heavy wind
swept down the McKinley system car
barns. Lightning struck the Purlly Or-
phans' home at Madison, 111., tearing
out part of the walls and throwing tho
Inmates into a panic.

SENATOR PERCY READY
TO FIGHT FOR CLAIM

JACKSON. Miss.. April 15. United
States Senator leroy Percy lodny de-
manded the question of tho validity of
his election be submitted to a voto of
tho people of Mississippi and challenged
his leading opponent in the recent sena-
torial election, former Governor James
K Vardaman. to enter a primary elec-
tion, to bo held next November.

This doll camo as the climax of a
speech before the Joint session of the
two branches of tl"; legislature in which
Mr. Percy unsparingly denounced State
Senator Theodore Bilbo and those who
charged irregularity in his election.

Pending a conference between Mr
Vardaman and his friends, the entire
matter was held in abeyance. Tonight it
was the Intention that Mr Vardaman be
heard In reply to Mr. Percy, but a storm
of almost cyclonic proportions. which
came up after tho sessions nnd held
everyone indoors, disarranged the plaijs
and the legislature will licar the formor
governor tomorrow.

Afler referring lo the investigation the
senate had Just concluded. Senator Percy
continued:

? "Your Investigation has shown to the
world no stain rests upon tho commis-
sion you havo given me; that no sus-
picion or reproach rests upon the Integ-
rity of the slate of Mississippi. I deny
tho will of tho people has bocn thwarted;
1 believe the same reason that mado the
legislature of tho stato of Mississippi re-
pudiate Vardamanlsm makes the people
of tho slate willing and desirous of re-
pudiation of Vardamanlsm because they
aro weary of senseless agitation and

strife-breedin- g. I am prepared to main-
tain that before Iho people of tho state."


